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EDITORIAL 

Welcome to the second issue of THE KENT CRUSADER. As many of will have 
noticed, we have increased the price of this publication to fifty pence, 
however we now have twelve pages instead of eight. 

In the first issue, we tried to provide a short insight into the ideology 
of the whole Third position, but due to lack of space, we were unable to 
go into more depth. This can now be rectified, as issue two will be 
exploring our National Revolutionary ideal more deeply. 

Any readers wishing to contribute to THE KENT CRUSADER, are welcome to 
send articles to the above address. We welcome the views of all 
like-minded folk, although our enemies are invited to contribute also - 
if only that we can make an example of them! 

Supporters willing to become involved actively, can also contact our box 
number, we will provide details of our latest community action projects, 
and invite you to join our paper sellers on door to door operations. 


SUBSCRIPTION RATES 


A five issue subscription to THE KENT CRUSADER costs just £3 in all 
European nations, £5 outside Europe (Airmail) 

Please note that all cheques or postal orders must be made out to 
"Tunbridge Wells Third Position" 




















4 M4TTP6 OF OFF . ANP PFAlki 

Have you noticed how the State is constantly bleating and 
complaining about the lack of youngsters there will be shortly. 
Consequently mothers will be urged to return to work rather 
than stay at home to maintain and support the family which has 
oeen undermined consistently by the materialistic policies of 
successive "governments". 

Why is there such a dire shortage of youth - there has been 
no senseless war in recent years to decimate our younger 
generation. The main answer lies in the mass slaughter of the 
pre-born by surgical abortion and abort ifaecent contraceptives. 
In England and Wales more than one in five pregnancies ended in 
surgical abortion in 1984 - that is a total of 170,000 pre-born 
babies killed by some of the most hideous methods known to man. 
In the world as a whole, it has been estimated that at least 
50 million abortions are carried out each. year. One common 
method used in the early stages of a pregnancy involves the 
dilation of the cervix so that a tube connected to a powerful 
vacuum machine can be inserted. The baby's limbs are then 
ripped off one by one followed by it's torso. It must be 
remembered that a baby can feel pain 8 weeks after conception. 
Usually the head is too large to fit in to the tube so another 
instrument is inserted, rather like a pair of pliers, to crush 
it and then remove the pieces. Finally a nurse has to piece 
together the dismembered baby to ensure that no "parts" are 
left inside the mother. 

Not only is the baby's life terminated, but also the 
woman's life is deeply affected. There is now a recognized 
medical condition - post abortion syndrome. It might take some 
years before it occurs, but generally she will feel regret, 
experience depressios and may even contemplate suicide - she 
has taken her innocent baby's life. There are also the physical 
effects such as internal damage done during the abortion which 
can lead to sterility or having an eptopic pregnancy, among 
many things. 

But, surely there are exceptions, people say, for example 
in the case of a handicapped baby or rape. Some handicapped 
people are capable only of giving and receiving love which is 
essential to life itself. Who are we to judge whether theirs 
will be a "worthwhile existence" and playing God determining if 
they should live or die. In the case of rape where the woman 
becomes pregnant, which is extremely rare, why violate the 
woman for a second time and end the baby's life for the action 
of the father. 

A natural consequence of killing the pre-born - tne most 
uinocent and vulnerable members of society - is euthanasia 
practised on the elderly. As there will be a lower number of 
workers and a greater number of older people they therefore 
oecome a greater economic burden so the logical consequence tc 
the materialist is to dispose of them. This has been happening 
for some time in Holland where old people are too scared to go 
in to hospital for the fear of never coming out again. 

As National Revolutionaries we must condemn these wicked 
practices - how can we ever condone the killing of our own 
people. However, it is not simply enough to discuss the matter, 
nut.act. Go to the abortion clinics; talk to the women, many of 
whom are pressurized in to the decision; offer them help; give 
them the number of the group LIFE (which can be found in the 
telephone directory). Many women say afterwards if only there 
nad been someone there to make them reconsider. 

ABORTION - THE ULTIMATE IN CHILD ABUSE 





A CANCEROUS GROWTH 


Anyone living in Tunbridge 
Wells and bothering to cast 
their eyes skyward, would 
have noticed the cultural 
atrocity referred to as "The 
Victoria Project". This 
concrete blemish, a blight 
upon our Kent skyline, 
offers nothing but to serve 
as a reminder that we are 
facing life in a 
fast-growing urban jungle. 

Since our so-called 
"representatives" or the 
local council approved this 
project, local folk have 
become very angry at the 
noise, dust and absolute 
inconvenience caused to 
themselves and their 
communities. Apart from this 
of course, the sheer 
appearance of three cranes 
and an ugly grey mess, does 
nothing to improve the 
cultural identity of the 
Wells. 

The opposing view is, that 
this gigantic building 
project, will create many 
new businesses and shops, as 
well as provide work for the 
unemployed. They believe 
that to "move with the 
times", will bring tourism 
to the town. 

Firstly, the council 
should consider the opinions 
of local people, instead of 
trying to attract outside 

interest to our already 
over-urbanised town centre. 
We are the ones who should 
come first, greed should 
never get in the way of 

cultural preservation. As 
far as providing employment 
for local people, with a feu 
exceptions, the "Victoria 
Project" has done nothing to 
solve the rising 

unemployment rate inherent 
within this area. Indeed, 
most of the labourers who 
work on the site are 

actually Irishmen. These 
people are employed mostly, 
by MowLems, a large 
construction company. While 
we have great sympathy for 
the families who find it 
necessary to leave their 
native Ireland, and seek 


work on the mainland, we 
still find it unfair that 
our own folk cannot find 
employment. Many locals have 
enquired about work on the 
site, but Mowlems have 
turned them down, content to 
hire a travelling body of 
Irishmen. When the completed 
shopping complex is in 
operation, the council and 
their greedy monopolistic 
traders, will expect local 
people to spend their money 
in the place. It is ironic 
that local folk can shop 
there, filling the pockets 
of these people, but cannot 
share any part of ensuring 
that the local community 
benefits financially from 
this scheme. After all, it 
is our town that has been 
desecrated. 

In a previous money 
squandering effort, the 
council approved the buying 
of the Corn Exchange by 
greedy property developers. 
This was converted into the 
"Food Hall" by Speyhawk, who 
also demolished the auction 
rooms. This so-called "Food 
Hall", situated behind the 
Pantiles' bandstand, is a 
tiny precinct containing 
shop units, most of which 


stand empty. The functioning 
units only cater for a tiny 
section of our society - 
usually the upper classes 
and the wealthy. Once again, 
money has been wasted while 
many young families, 
financially unstable, could 
only dream of owning and 
running their own 
businesses. Surely money 
would be better spent on 
those willing to set up and 
run their own enterprises ? 

The "Victoria Project" in 
all it's defiance has been 
launched without any regard 
for local opinion. This, 
too, is destined to become 
another "darling" of the 
Capitalist oppressors. This 
whole sordid affair clearly 
exposes the council for what 
it is - a board of local 
party activists, advancing 
the interests of that party. 
Only when popular rule is 
established, and true 
democracy reigns, can we 
have a say in the running of 
local issues. 

As the sun rises on 
another day, revealing the 
abomination rooted in 
Victoria Road, think of the 
councillors in their 
suburban comfort. 








A LIFE SENTENCE OF MISERY 




As the Third Postition 
Movement is dedicated to 
getting back to the land and 
being at one with nature, we 
feel that the way in which 
animals are exploited by the 
modern-day factory farmer, 
is completely cruel and 
unfair. Animals are the most 
inportant part of a farmer's 
livelihood, therefore, their 
indifference to the 
suffering is totally unjust. 
Surely it would not take up 
too much time or money to 
treat their animals with 
a little respect, or at 
least make their short time 
on earth more comfortable? 
Battery hen farming, is one 
of the most inhumane methods 
of mass production. Hens are 
crowded five to a cage, 
measuring 14" by 12". They 
are unable to turn around 
and have to stand on wire 
mesh. Also, as there is nc 
straw or sand provided at 
all, they cannot fulfil 
their natural instincts, 
such as nest-building or 
scratching the ground. To 
make sure the hens lay 
plenty of eggs and do not 
sleep too often, the farmers 
put artificial lighting ir 
the shed and keep it 
3 witched on almost 
constantly. The hens never 
>ee the light of day. 

As this is such an 
unnatural way of life, they 
will obviously become 
distressed. In order to stop 
he hens doing damage, such 
is pecking each other, the 
op third of their beaks are 
often cut off by red-hot 
metal guillotines. 

Eventually, the hens 
egg-laying slows down and 
they are sent to the 
slaughter, too old and too 
tough for roasting, they 
will most likely end up as 
meat paste or dog food. 

This is just one example 
of the cruelty inflicted 
'non farm animals these 


days, due to greed. Pigs, 
cows and turkeys, are also 
subjected to a life of 
misery, imprisonment and 
pain, just because it is 
profitable. Factory farming 
should be completely banned. 
There are alternative 
systems for rearing and 
producing healthy meat and 
eggs. Animals can be 
free-ranged or housed in 
small groups with 


comfortable bedding. It is 
true that a happy creature, 
eating natural foodstuffs 
and allowed room to graze in 
peace, will sustain it's 
dependents in a much more 
healthy fashion. To profit 
from barbarism, is to deny 
such animals a happy 
existence, as surely 
everyone and everything is 
entitled to this basic 
riaht? 
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THE SPIRIT OF THE PAST 

One of the most prominent 
influences on the whole 
ideology of the National 
Revolutionary thought, is 
that of Gilbert Keith 
Chesterton. Born in May, 
1874, Chesterton became on 
of England's greatest 
literary figures. Apart from 
his many essays and poems, 
G.K.C. helped lay the 
foundations for Distributism 
and tody's Third Positionist 
Movement. 

The Distributist League, 
founded in the 1920's, and 
based upon the works of such 
men as William Cobbett, was 
dedicated to decentralizing 
the state and returning 
property, land and wealth to 
the people of the nation. 
Not that this was an easy 
task, the materialistic 
nature of Capitalism had 
already gained a strong 


foothold in a fast 
industrialising country. 
Communism, the only offered 
"alternative", still denied 
the people their private 
property, and solved nothing 
as far as real freedom was 
concerned. Rather than join 
the other thousands of 
misguided Englishmen, and 
choose one or other of the 
two existing options, 
Chesterton summed up his 
feelings thus:"To say we 
must have socialism or 
Capitalism is like saying we 
must choose between all men 
going in to monasteries and 
a few men having harems. If 
I denied such a sexual 
alternative I should not 
need to call myself a 
monogamist; I should be 
content to call myself a 
man". 

In the beginnings of the 
Distributist League, things 


I were difficult as far as 
money was concerned. It is a 
simple fact that in order to 
survive, an organization 
requires some form of 
J income. The paper that 
I served as the League's main 
outlet and promoter of the 
Distributist ideal, G.K.'s 
Weekly, was fast losing 
money and the circulation 
I was becoming poorer every 
week. 

In spite of this, the 
enthusiasm of Chesterton and 
the other founding members 
of the League, was 
inspirational. After one 
particular meeting of the 
I League, G.K.C. wrote the 
following: "We find -it 
I difficult to express the 
effect the meeting had upon 
us. We were astonished, we 
were overwhelmed. Had we 
anything to do with this 
ardent, eager, indefatigable 
creature? The answer is, of 
course, that though we had 
something to do with the 
shaping of the body, we had 
nothing to do with the birth 
of the soul. That was a 
miracle, a miracle we hoped 
for, and which yet, when it 
happened, overwhelmed us. We 
have the happy feeling that 
we have helped to shape 
something that will go far 
above beyond us...There were 
well over 100 members 
present, many of them spoke, 
and nearly all the others 
would have spoken if there 
had been time to hear them. 
It was a great NIGHT". 
Chesterton's excitement 
during those days, at the 
small victories and 
achievements that were 
gained by him and his fellow 
Distributists, proved that 
it was all worthwhile. In 
these troubled times, we can 
only learn from the 
Chestertonian outlook upon 
life. When all around is in 
decay and ruination is 
destroying England, let us 
remember G.K.'s youthful 
attitude and conviction. We 
shall succeed, and we shall 
do it with honour and 
displaying humour in times 
of woe. Rest in peace G.K., 
your ideal lives on. 



DEATH TO THE MONARCHY! 


In the defence of our 
culture, and all the noble 
traditional values that we 
hold so dear, we must draw 
the line on certain 
so-called "traditions" that 
are both morally and 
spiritually corrupt. Tri 
Spain, for example, 
bullfighting has t*‘ori a 
"tradition" for centuries, 
although that certain fact 
does not make it right, or 
justify it in any way, shape 
or form. The same can be 
said of the monarchy in our 
own nation. 

This despicable 
institution, founded upon 
the blood of it's nation's 
peoples, and all the many 
peoples around the world, 
must be completely destroyed 
if we are to achieve total 
self determination. 

Many misguided patriots, 
upon reading this article, 
will be very surprised at 
the intentions of the Third 
Position Movement. All true 
patriots must remember, that 
by desiring complete 
decentralization, we also 
have no respect or 
commitment to the stale 
Empire-type politics of 
those who give their 
allegiance to the Union 
flag. Let them have their 
faded memories of what used 
to be, let them cling 
desperately to their 
imperialist sentimentality. 
Those self-opinionated 
people are not out of place 
in the ranks of the Tory 
party. We are certainly not 
interested in those that 
respect a corrupt 
aristocracy. 

The Royal Family should be 
treated no differently to 
any other normal English 
family. These snivelling 
defenders of a Capitalist, 
multi-racial State, deserve 
no respect from our people. 
Real tradition, noble 
heritage and worthy cultural 
values cannot be found in a 
family history that contains 
murderous, cruel and 
perverse characters. The 


time has come to rise up and 
oppose this clique of 
perpetual holiday-makers; 
are we really interested in 
the latest Royal fashions? 
Has Prince Charles really 
got anything interesting to 
say? Occasional outbursts on 
the subject of architecture 
do not make a social 
commentator. Are you 
prepared to continue to line 
the pockets of these 
scumbags? Will you refuse to 
have anything to do with 
these anachronistic symbols 
of a bygone age? 


*We hope all National 
Revolutionaries will 

continue to drive the nail 
into the Royalist coffin. 
Only when we have won 
ourselves a system based on 
the tenets of federalism and 
meritocracy, can we truly 
regard ourselves as free. 
Forget the yearnings of a 
materialistically-minded 
tourist industry, with their 
bleatings about the 
importance to their trade, 
let us disband the monarchy 
and raise the banner of 
Liberty! 
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The following piece was 
written by Richard Jeffries 
in 1877, and was included in 
his social commentary on the 
future of country society - 
entitled "Landscape and 
Labour". We can certainly 
identify with Jeffries' 
visionary description of 
rural life, as all National 
Revolutionaries desire such 
an existence. In a world 
overrun with base 
materialism, the passage 
seems to be a beautiful 
alternative to the modern, 
centralised society: 

"A rural parish, if a 
well-selected specimen, 
forms of itself a miniature 
state, and contains 
representatives of the chief 
varieties of human life, it 
has it's political 
boundaries, within which it 
enjoys considerable 
self-government. These have 
been carefully surveyed and 
mapped, and the map is 
preserved in the local 
archives. It has it's 
constitution, and it's 


geograpny - brooks in the 
place of rivers, coppices 
for forests - and one or 
more special products for 
export. The vestry forms an 
independent local council. 
Not many years since the 
resemblance was still more 
complete, when unpaid labour 
was expended upon the 
internal roads; each farmer 
taking his turn with wagons, 
horses and men, to repair 
them. The poor of the place 
were relieved upon the spot, 
and the administration of 
that relief gave to the 
overseers an indirect 
power. At the same time 
there existed a local 
'esprit de corps'. The 
village had it's hero, 
rudely resembling the 
warrior of the Homeric Age. 
He was the strongest, or the 
swiftest, or the most 
dexterous player with the 
ashen backsword. To the 
annual feasts and revels 
came sturdy competitors in 
bands, striving to carry 
away the prizes for 


wrestling, running, fencing, 
leaping; men who 'refused 
not the hand-play', in the 
stirring words of the Saxon 
battle song. These made 
their homes famous by 
victory. The nut-brown ale 
flowed freely on return, and 
a certain rough prestige was 
theirs. If not 'for a 
hundred year', at least a 
generation remembered, and 
talked by the hearth, over 
their deeds. For these 
'sports' were those of men 
who fought fairly, but 
spared not; and it was well 
known that he who won must 
not only possess strength 
and skill, but the stern 
courage of endurance. If 
Waterloo was gained on the 
playgrounds of Eton, so far 
as the rank and file of that 
day are concerned, it was as 
much won on the village 
greens. Such a berserker 
education of knocks and 
blows, coarse fare and 
exposure, could not but turn 
out a race who stood like a 
stone wall." 
















BLACKS MUST MOTIVATE 


Throughout history, the 
Black race has suffered at 
the hands of White slave 
traders, dictatorial 
governments and colonial 
inperialists. As a 
nationalist Movement, we 
must recognize the rights of 
other races to organize 
themselves and become 
motivated against anyone 
impeding upon their basic 
rights to freedom and self- 
determination. 

Sadly, most of the Black 
leaders to emerge as 
opponents of oppression and 
persecution, have been 
either Communist or 
left-wing orientated. To 
believe that the Left can do 
a better job than the Right, 
is sheer folly. BOTH are 
examples of the denial of 
freedom and liberty. Whether 
Party leader on the one 
hand, or factory boss on the 
other, neither of these 
systems can benefit the man 
in the street. 

A new consciousness must 
be sown into the soil of the 
Black communities, in order 
that a Third Positionist 
awakening can take place. 
Race traitors like Martin 
Luther King or Nelson 
Mahdela, only continue to 
ensure that Blacks around 
the world are still in 
chains. Their view is that 
once Blacks and Whites begin 
to integrate and live side 
by side, some form of'racial 
harmony' will ensue. 

This is conpletely untrue 
of course, to force peoples 
of different racial origin 
and culture to live 
together, only creates 
tension and suspicion. We 
must live by the saying of 
'Unity In Diversity' 
and recognize that we ARE 
different, and each have the 
right to advance separ.yely. 
Love of our own people nd a 
respect for others is a 
necessity. 

Great Black nationalists, 
like Marcus Garvey and 
Malcolm X, and even Louis 
s'arrakhan today, are often 


misquoted and championed by 
the Left, in order to win 
Black support to their evil 
creed. All in fact, were and 
remain REAL nationalists who 
agreed that self- 

determination is vital if 
the Black race is to become 
liberated and bury the 
chains of slavery forever. 
The Black poet and novelist, 
Claude McKay, summed up his 
people's feelings thus: 

IF WE MUST DIE... 

If we must die - let it not 
be like hogs 

Hunted and penned in an 
inglorious spot, 

Though far outnumbered, let 
us show us brave. 

And for their thousand blows 
deal one death blow. 

What though before us lies 
the open grave 

Like men will face the 
murderous, cowardly past, 
Pressed to the wall, dying, 
but fighting back. 

It is OUR task to prove to 
Black people, that they CAN 
and SHOULD motivate 

themselves. We long for the 
day when all Black,White, 
Brown and Yellow peoples 
unite to oppose those that 
keep us in poverty and 
spiritual incarceration. It 


would be a joy to see other 
races in Britain organizing 
and rejecting both 
Capitalism and Communism. 
The Kent T.P. is prepared to 
welcome the support of ALL 
like-minded people, what¬ 
ever their race. Then let 
our enemies accuse us of 
being'racist', they are the 
REAL racists, the scum who 
wish to destroy the rich 
tapestry of cultures that 
exists in the world. 

DEATH TO THE RACE-HATERS! 
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FOR A NEW WORLD 


by Colonel Muaramar Qadhafi 
A speech to the youth of the world 
by the Libyan revolutionary leader. 
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DISTRIBUTISM 

by S. Sagar 

A booklet containing six articles 
from the "Weekly Review" about 
distributism. 

£2.15 



"ULSTER DAWN" — Paper of Ulster 
Third Position .25p 


MARTYRS 

A booklet of two extracts - one by 
Jose Antonio, founder of the Spanish 
Falange movement and the other by 
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POLITICAL SOLDIER 2 


Follow up to PS 1, concerning the 
spiritual fight before us. . _ 
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£1.50 


TOP QUALITY COLOUR BUTTON BADGES 

Poll Tax - No Thanks(Black on Green) 
Free Loyalist Prisoners Now 

(Red, White, Black) 
1690 - 1990(Red, White, Blue) 

Red Hand on White background. 

English Flag. 

Ulster Flag. 

Segregation For Ulster Prisons 

(Red, White, Black) 
Comeliu Codreanu(Picture) 


ALL BADGES 4Op EACH INCLUDING POST 



"WHITE EAGLE" - The paper of the 
Third Position in Wales.^Op 

















WDMEN AND THE THIRD 
POSITION 

The National Revolutionary 
Movement, whilst recognising 
that both men and women can 
play a vital role in shaping 
the ideology and progression 
of Third positionist belief, 
is, at the present time, 
made up almost entirely of 
men. 

This does not mean that we 
have little use for women or 
view them as subordinate in 
any way, only that not 
enough effort is being put 
in to recruiting women into 
the ranks of our 
organization. 

As defenders of family 
ideals and stability in the 
home, we are undoubtedly 
staunch advocates of 
feminity. In today's 
materialistic society, with 
it's liberal attitudes 
towards debasing and 
completely undermining the 
whole concept of femininity 
and the role of women in 
society itself, the only 
sources that women can draw 
any inspiration from, comes 
in the shape of the 
so-called 'Women of the 
90's'. This attempt by the 
media to destroy the 
traditional values that 
women have held dear for 
centuries, can only injure 
rather than enlighten or 
inspire our nation's women. 
Magazines like 
'Cosmopolitan' or 'New 
Woman' - which, 
incidentally, is owned by 


that great supporter of the 
women's struggle, Rupert 
Murdoch, who does so much 
for them by printing 
pictures of their naked 
breasts in his sick, 
near-illiterate newspapers - 
do little to help our women 
find their true role. 
Encouraging them to reject 
normal family life, and join 
the ranks of men in a 
cut-throat business world, 
which constructs it's morals 
around the pursuit of profit 
and the worship of money, 
only weakens real feminity 
and excludes the freedoms of 
womenfolk. Try as they do, 
pushing the image of a 
female boss in a 
male-dominated company, 
doing tasks usually 
undertaken by men, does not 
make the woman seem very 
feminine, only ruthless and 
manly. 

On the other side of the 
destructive coin, the media 
constantly pushes false 
idols and heroines upon the 
confused members of 
womanhood, who have already 
been brain-washed in to 
regarding normal family life 
as being 'chained to the 
kitchen sink'. 

So how do the media build 
on the creation of such a 
negative attitude? Simple. 
Take 'Madonna', for example; 
this so-called figurehead, 
that women follow blindly in 
a materialistic daze, is not 
exactly qualified to be seen 
as the Goddess she is 


quite wrongly portrayed 
as. How can such a woman, be 
a source of inspiration, 
when she is little more than 
an ex-porno star who now 
decides to make her living 
by recording such songs as 
'Material Girl', whilst 
cavorting on screen 
promoting permissiveness and 
multi-racism. Surely women 
deserve something better on 
which to base their whole 
outlook and mould their 
identities? 

Far from blaming women for 
what they have become, this 
article is designed to keep 
alight the flame of 
womanhood and ensure that 
today's shallow 'freedoms', 
that are absorbed by the 
masses and regarded falsely 
as 'liberating' women, are 
replaced by the promotion of 
real values and real 
freedoms. 

The role of our women must 
be to raise and educate our 
children. Such a noble task, 
the trademark of femininity 
and family life, is a 
beautiful alternative to the 
'values' that liberalism 
holds dear. Once women learn 
to respect their normal 
role, and do not see it as a 
burden, or being 'tied 
down', the foundations will, 
be laid for a happier and 
more healthy existence. We 
must vanquish the decadence 
inherant within our society 
- and once again raise the 
banner of femininity. 



WOMEN UNITE AND FIGHT! 
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OVER ONE MILLION people are now homeless in Britain. This shocking official figure 
shows that we now face the worse housing crisis since the last war. What can be done 
about it? 


Groups like Shelter do a good job exposing the full extent of the 
problem, but their only solution seems to be 'pressure the 
government' or to encourage people to vote Labour at the next 
election. 

But homelessness grew under the last Labour government and would 
rise further under another one, jus* as it will under the Tories. 

Just after the end of the 
Second World War, in 1945. an 


The fact is that homelessness 
is not simply due to Tory cuts. 
Like unstable house prices, it is 
the inevitable result of a system 
where house building is financed 
by fraudulent loans from the 
banks, and where speculators are 
allowed to hoard more property 
than they possibly need for their 
personal or family use. 

BEGGING 

There is no hope of ending the 
crisis by begging our masters in 
Westminster to do something, or 
by voting in a slightly different 
bunch of crooks. The onlv hope 
the homeless have is 
constructive direct action to help 
themselves. 

At the same time as 
homelessness soars to record 
levels, speculators’ office blocks, 
yuppy dockland developments 
and council estates all lie empty 
due to greed or incompetence. 
The answer to homelessness is 
simple: 

OCCUPY EMPTY PROPERTY. 

The right to have a roof over 
your family's heads is 
fundamental. The State has failec 
to prevent the banks, speculators 
and bureaucracies denying one 
million of our people this right. 
So the State cannot complain if 
people take action themselves. 

This isn’t a new or untried idea. 
At the end of the First World 
War, for example, a refugee 
camp in Durham lay empty and 
locked up. While the housing 
shortage in Tyneside grew, 650 
concrete huts with all mains 
services and a school and 
hospital were disused. So 
returning soldiers smashed down 
the gates and occupied the place 
with their families. The 
government gave way and let 
them stay. 


"Ex-Servicemen’s Secret 
Committee" organized 400 
’Vigilantes" in Brighton who 
broke into empty seaside 
boarding houses and installed the 
homeless families of their 
comrades. Their example spread 
to other towns, until the 
government gave local councils 
the power to requisition empty 
properties and make the 
movement official. 

The following year homeless 
squatters took over an empty 
anti- aircraft camp near 
Scunthorpe. Other camps were 
occupied in a massive popular 
movement. By October 1946, 
1,038 camps had been occupied 
by 39,533 people. Each camp 
was run by its own elected 
committee. Scotland alone, had 
4,000 squatters. Hotels, shops 
and race tracks were seized as 
well. In London, on one day 
alone, 148 luxury flats at Duchess 
of Bedford House, Kensington 
were occupied, together with 
other blocks and large houses. 

By the time the 630 room 
Ivanhoe hotel in Bloomsbury was 
taken, the Labour government 
showed its true blue colours by 
ordering the police to blockade 
occupied premises, refusing to 
allow in food or blankets for 
children. 

ALL-POWERFUL 

The Labour ’vision’ was of an 
all-powerful State providing 
"Welfare" - and so control - from 
the cradle to the grave. The 
sight of ordinary people acting to 
help themselves was intolerable. 
As winter neared, Aneurin Bevan 
returned from holiday in 
Switzerland and ordered local 
authorities to cut off gas and 
electricity to premises controlled 


by squatters. At the same time, 
official efforts to cut the housing 
queue became markedly more 
efficient than usual. 

Some squatters were forced 
out. Many more left as they 
found permanent homes anyway. 
Others had their positions 
regularized by councils or private 
landlords. The housing crisis 
abated as post-war 
reconstruction got underway. 

EFFECTIVE 



But the squatters’ movement 
had succeeded in providing 
temporary homes for thousands. 
It had forced the State to put 
extra resources into housing. 
And it had shown that popular 
direct action can be effective and 
constructive. 

Naturally, the Tories did 
their best to forget an 
episode which challenged and 
exposed the exploitation 
inherent in the landlord 
system. And the Labour Party 
and Marxists have sought to 
bury all trace of a movement 
which got people to help 
themselves, rather than 
relying on the State. 

But as the housing crisis 
deepens, we must look again to 
the example of the war heroes 
who became squatters. 








